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Certain WRITINGS, (never yet Printed ) 
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VVILLIAM LEDDRA. 


| Written by Them in the time of their Imprifinment, in the 
| Speke Cow of BOS TON. 


LONDON, 


Benes for Robert Wilfon, at the fign of the Black-fpread- 
Eagle and Windmil, 3 in Martins Le Grand, 1661. 
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. To the BOOK, Entituled, 
NewEneland Judged. 


The concerns all fuch Rulers, Prtefts and People in New- 

_England, who have joyned hand in hand to Per fecute the 

Saints but efpectally theRulers and Priefts of Mafachu- 

~ fets Bay in New-England; who are become more Bloody 

and Cruel, Bold and Lmpudent im ther Wickednefs, than 

the reft of their Brethren, who have attempted to make a 

Bloody Law and unrighteous Decree , to Banifh the 

Children and People of God, upon Death, out of their 

~ Furifdittion s and by an unrighteous Decree, have made 

a Law to put the Servants of Godto Death, of they re- 

~ turn again into their Patent : Therefore mark the Cruelty 

_. which is the fruits of New-England’s Profeffors,all you 
that Read this Paper. i eee he a feo 
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Earken and give Earthou Town of Boffon, lend an 
Ear O ye Rulers, chief Priefts, and Inhabitants 
thereof! Liften alhyou that dwell therein, Rich 

-and Poor, Small and Great, High and Low, Bond 

and Free, of what fort fo ever, Give Ear; be attentive to the 

Words of my mouth, which proceed from the Spirit of the 

Lord, and from the Power of the Almighty withinme. 

I have often confidered your Conditions, and your seat 
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have often come into my remembrance, which hath caufed me 


often to Lament, becaufe of the hardnefs of your hearts, who _ 


do thus flight the Almighty, andrequite the Moft High ; Oh 


foolith and unwife,. ye who do not regard the Lord that made _ 
you, Who hath often fent to you his Servants,to give you Warn- — 


ing of the mighty day of the Lord of Holts, of the termble day 
of the Lord God Almighty, which draweth near, it haftens 
apace ; the Lord hath faid it for His Elects fake, and for His 
own Names fake, will the Lord arife, and plead with all His 
Enemies, in this the day of His Eternal Power. Oh ye chil- 


dren of Men, who are the Workmanship of His hands, will ye — 


refift the Lord, the Lord God Almighty, the Holy One of Ii- 
rael, the Strong and Mighty God, who is arifing in his Saints, 
and coming forth in His Strength,to Scatter His Enemies, and 


to Deftroy Pharaoh and all His Holts and Chariots in the Red 2 


Sea, after the Seed is come out of Egypt, and to turn the pride 
and haughtinefs of men backwards, that rifes to with{tand the 
Lord? Oh confider ye.Potfherds, who are as un{table as the 
Waves of the Sea, andare as the Wind in His hand, which he 


turneth and caufeth to blow which way it pleafeth Him, who q 


will confound anddeftroy you in your Imaginations, that you 
have imagined again(t Him and His Saints. Ohman! What 
art thou that ftandeft to refift the Lord, the mighty God of 
Facob? Did ever any of your Fathers, the Perfecators of old prof- 


per ? Did not the Lord confume them with the breath of His © 


-noftrils, and with the Word of His mouth ? Who will tear you 


to pieces, that rife up in Rebellion againft Him. Confider, — 
was it in vain that one faid in a certain place , That Rebellion. 
is as the fin of Witchcraft?Confider Oye that inhabit theEarth, . 


whofe dwelling-place is beneath Doth not the Lord behold 
all yourActions,and all your unrighteous Doings?Oh yeRulers: 
and chief Priefts, are ye combining together ? are ye joyned 
together? are you in league together, as the Rulers and chief 
Priefts were in former ages? Confider their Ends, and confi- 
der what you are doing? Are you fo-blind that you cannot fee 


you are Perfecuting the Saints of the moft High ?. You who are. 


feeking the Life of the Rrghteous, and that nothing but Blood 


Will fatisfie ; The Lord will give you blood to drink, you that a 


thirft for it, you fhall have enough of it; you who {pill and 
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‘drink the Blood of rhe Saint and Martyrs of Fefus; Are not your 
Brethren gone before you, in whofe {teps ye are treading? 
and the fruits of the Devil you are bringing forth, Ye xxcir- 
eumceifed in hearts and ears, who do thus refit the Lord of Life: 
As your Fathers did, fo do ye refift the holy Ghoft and the Spi- 
sitof Truth, which is now appeared in the Saints of the moft 
High ; who are fent into your borders in love to your Souls, 
and in tender mercy and compafiion to the Captive that is 
within your gates, and to the Prifoner. Oh. why will you 
ftrive any longer with the Lord that made you ? Who # coming 
inten thoufand of his Saints te render vengeance in flames of fire, 
upon all rhe ungodly : Who hath faid, Vengeance us mine, 1 will re. 


pay it, faith the Lord God of hofts: Who will recompence into 


our bofoms, the Reward of your doings. Oh People and In- 
abitants hereof, Why will ye die in your fins? And whither 
Chrift goes, thither you cannot come: Oh Why will ye put the day 
of the Lord afar off you? who hath waited long to be gracious,and 
hath bors with you, as aman doth with his onely Son that ferveth 


hins; Sohath the Lord {pared you: And do you thus requite the 


* Lord for his loving-kindne(s,to whip, to imprifon, and cat of the 
Ears of hisServants, that are fent unto you?Is this yourPreach- 
ing forth of Chrift? Are thefe your good Examples to others ? 
Ceme, letus reafon together; Have you not loft natural af- 


fe&tion? have you not loft tendernefs and compatfion ?. CCioe 


isme, for thee, Oh thou New-England, who haft made fuctr 
anoife among the Nations :. Is thy Religion come to no more 


than whipping, imprifomng, burning in the hand, and cutting. 


off Ears, and banifhing upon death ?. What willbe the next Law. 
that thou wilt make, Oh New-England, againft thofe that thoa 


fcornfully calleft Quakers? terming them the Curfed Sect of 


the Quakers. If they were a Curfed Seét, as thou haft termed 


them, it feems they fhould be fo for thee, and-fo die for thee ;: 
For thou halt made a Law, to put them to Death, if they come. 
the fecond time within thy borders : But Ifay, the Lord hath: 
_ bleffed the People called in {corn Quakers, and they are blef-. 
fed, and fhall be bleffed for evermore. Oh ye Rulers and 
chief Priefts, will you proceed no-further, than: putting to 
- Death the Innocent? Is thy Praying, thy Preaching, thy ma-- 
ny Sacrifices, and vain: Oblations, come tothis? and wali 
} | a thy: 
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thy Sacrifices, and Prayers, and folemn Meetings, become A- 
bomination ? is it not the greateft Abomination that thou com- 
mitteft ? Doft thou think that this will pacifie the wrath of the 
Almighty God? who is coming forth againft thee, and will o- ~~ 
vertake thee, and firip thee waked, and uncover thee in that day, 
and rake all thy Orzamsentsfrom thee. Oh confider! Hatt 
thou forgot? although thou wouldeft cover the Altar with tears, 
and come before Him with ten thoufand of Rams, and with athou- 
fad Rivers of Oyl, and offer the Fruit of thy Body, for the fin of 4 
thy Soul ; Would it be accepted, being offered in that nature: © 
wherein thou liveft 2 Much more when thou art become ~ 
fo Bloody, and fo bharp-hearted, that in ftead of cover- 
ing the Altar with tears, doft thou intend to cover it with blood 
if thou cantt?> Blufh and be alhamed, hide thy felf in the duft for 
ever, becaufe of the prefence of the Alaughty, who 1 naw appeared 
and ts coming to fet thy fins 1n order before thee; who will not blot 
out thy fins, nor cover thy Iniquities which are many, unle{s thou 
Speedily repemt, and forfake thy unrighteoufnefs; for thy Deftruttion 
haftens apace, thon art running headlong to Deftruttion: asthe horfe 
rulbeth into the Battel, fo doft thou inte Wloov. How doft thou 
think to expect any thing from the Lord, but a Sore Deffructi- 
on, a Famine, and a Plague, which is haftening upon thee, if 
thou continue ftillin Rebellion, in Perfecuting his Servants. 
This hath the Lord faid, and this will the Almighty perform. 
upon thee in the day of his righteous Judgements, which will 


overtake all bloody-msinded men, and blind Perfecutors. 


Oh Iam full of the Spirit of the Lord, and of the Power — 
ef him that made me, who hath faid unto me, Fear wot maz 
whofe breath ts1n his Noftrils , nor the Son of manthat muft die 
- For the Lord hath faid unto me, For ths end have I called thee, 
and for thts caufe I have ordaimed thee, Fear them not, neither be 
difmayed at their looks, nor be afraid of their threatnin words; I) 
the Lord that created ,thee ant with thee; Therefore fear not'what _ 
man (ball do nite thee, for I have made thee as.atvall of Brafs, 
whereat the bloody-minded men {hall froot their Arrows, but (hall 
not touch thee as to offend thee; Therefore the Lord hath faid un- 
to me, Let not thy heart faint becaufe of what I {hall {uffer themte — 
do untothee ; but let thy hands be ftrong inthe Lord thy Redeemer, 
the Holy Oue of Ifrael ; fer thy adverfaries {hall be confounded, 
cE pha ~ anh © 


: 181 ) 
and the Enemies of the Lord [hall be deftroyed sn that day. 
Qh ye Hypocrits ! how can you fing and keep fuch a noife ~ 
‘concerning Religion , When your bands are full of blood and 
your hearts full of Insquity ? Wafh you, make you clean , put 
away the Evil of your doings , ceafe todo Evil, learn to do good, 
cleanfe your hands you fiuners, and your hearts you Eypoorites, fox 
your Prayers are abomination to mie, faith the Lord of Hofts ; your 
finging & a the howling of a Dog in the Streets, {uch are the Songs 
you fing in your Temple unto me faith the Lord ; my Spirit 
weary with bearing,and my Soul 1 vexed day after day with your 
abominations, TA, wo to thee thou Bloonp Cown of Botton, 
and the Ref that are Confederate with Chee, andit thou cant 
not efcape ; Thou who haft hed the b/ood of the Innocent Peo- 
ple called Quakers, and Imprifoned and Fined them, and taker 
away their Goods, and they have become a Prey unto thee, for 
thee to exercife thy Crwe/ty upon them, and thou boafts in thy 
wickednefs , and thinks thou doff God good Service to hang and 
put to Death the People called Quakers; Verily this is the 
Thoughts and Intents of the hearts of many of you in this. 
New England ; but efpecially within thee , and within thy 
-Jurifdiction that belongs unto thee , Oh thou Town of Bofton: 
for thefe words following did one fay (in the Governours 
Houfe) whofe name is Edward Rawfon, called Secretary, Who 
‘did Threaten me with thefe words following ( on the 18th of 
the 4.Month 1659) That if J came again after I was fent away, 
or banifbed, he faid, he would write a Warrant with his own hand 
10 fend me to the Gallowes to be hanged, Are.thefe your Fruits, 
your corrupt fpeeches, to Threaten the Innocent with your 
Gallowes, to hang them thereon? Oh that ever fuch words: 
fhould proceed out of a mans mouth ! tofay that he would 
write a Warrnat with his own hand, to fend an Innocent Perfon to 
the Gallowes to be hanged, Well, all this we can bear, the Lord 
hath brought forth his Suffering Seed, and through Suffering 
mutt the Lamb and his Sars overcame and get the Gictozy, 
and the wicked mujft be deftroyed, and fuch who have been guilty. 
ef loop. Was ever the like heard before, That men Profef{- 
fing to have fo much of the Knowledge of God, and Profeffing 
~ to Fear God, that fuch fhouldbecome fo loopy ! and become 
fo great Perfecutors of a People who are de(pifed of the W ales 
but, 
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was it fpoken by the Prophet, The Leaders of this People, caufe 
therte Erre ; and they that are led by them, are deftroyed for lack, 


. ~ ( 182 3 | 
but loved ofGod ; and HAS tee the Lord is with them, 
whom you Perfecute, and you mutt fall before them, for the 
Lord God is with them and among them that are the Sufferers 
under you, The Lord God of Heaven and Earth is now a-- 
mong fuch, which caufeth the Heathen to Rage, and the People 
of the Earth to Imagine a Vain Thing : For the Lord’s Pre- 
tence and Power, in fome meafure, was ever among fuch as 
Suffered and were Perfecuted for Confcience fake, and Suffered 
with them, and in them by the Perfecutors of Old, in former 


_ Ages and Generations, as he doth at this day in his Saints and 


Children, for the overthrow of the Powers of Darknefle, and 
Kingdom of the Devil; who hath had his Seat in the fons of 
men for thefe many Ages and Generations ; Wherein, and 
whereby the Beaff hath made War againft the Lamb and His 
Saints, for many Generations. But the day doth draw near 
and haftens apace, that the Lamb and the Sainrs muft get the 
Vittory : And the Beaffand hés FoNowers, at that day, muftbe 


“Confumed, and Deftroyed, becaufe of the Prefence of the Lord 


God in his Sazuts. | | | 
Oh what cruelty is aéted nowin thefe dayes! That men 
who Profefle God,and make fuch a noife concerning Religion, 
that fuch fhould become fohard-hearted,to Imprifon a Child cf 
Eleven or Twelve Years of Age ! Was ever the like done among 
the greateft Tyrants, or Bloody-minded-men, that arementioned 
in the Scriptures ! Did they ever Imprifon a Child thatwas 
fent unto them, to Warn them of their unrighteoufnefle! Oh 
What will become of you! Do you think, Oh you Headsand 
Rulers of this Town of Boffox, who are become fo Brutifh, and 
fo Dark in your Underftandings, and fo unlike Men in your 
Actions : You that caft the Innocent into your Dens, Holes, 
Prifons, and will not fuffer their Friends and Acquaintance to 
come to vifit them, not to minifter unto them. Surely bitter 
will your Czp be, and your Portion will be fad : Surely thefo- 
ber and tender-hearted cannot but grieve and Lament, to hear 
of the Craelty that is adted by you. Ohye Rulers and chief 
Priefts, Who are the Beginners of Mifchief, and the Leaders of — 
them who are the chref Aétors of all this Crwelty | For well 
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_ of true knowledge, ~ Well, a little further you thal! proceed, 
_tofillup the meafure of your Iniquities ; and then fhall you 
have your Reward with the reft of the Uncircumcifed: For, I 

know it is Blood you thirft after,O ye Rulers and chief Priefts, 
is it not our Lives ye thirftfor, come, tell us plainly ? Or, 
hive you made this Law of yours, only to fee if you can make 
the People, called Ovakers, afraid of you? Well, however, 
being I am allowed of God, I fhall tell you plainly, thatthe 
Lord God of Heaven and Earth is now drawing near and- 
coming upon you fpeedily to try you, whether you will exer- 
cife your sshumane Law upon us, who are now fent among you 
from the Lord for this very end and purpofe ; I fay, will you 

_ putus to death for only coming into your JurifdiGion, or Pas 
tent (as youcallit ) after we have been once fent away, or 
commanded by you to go out of it? Now, we fay, being the 
Lord God hath commanded us to the contrary, Is it meet and 
juft to obey God,or man, judge ye ? to obey your bloody Law, 
or taobey Ged’s Righteous Law, which He hath writ in our 
hearts, and placed within us, which judges and condemns 
your unrighteous Law,that you have made to banith the Righ- 
teas? Well, you that call your felves Chriffians, if you de 
this Jloody Aét, to fhew your {elves fo unlike men, I muft tell 
you plainly, for conftrained by the Lord God I am to tell you, 
O ye bloedy-minded men, That if you do put us to death, this 
Attion of yours will proceed from the Devil, who was a Murderer 
from the beginning, who fecks to deftroy mens lives, as you 
do at this day; For as it was then,. fo itis now, he that zs bors 

after the flefh, perfecuteth him that t born after the Spirit. 

_» Now you that fay you are Chriftians, Come, let us reafon 
together concerning this inhumane Law that you have made, 
to put the People, called Quakers, to death: Didever any 
true Chriftians make'fuch Laws, as you have made again{t a 

People, whom you in fcorn and derifion call Quakers, fince 
they came among you? Are you not afhamed that the Nations 
about you fhould hear of your AGtions? to hear of the cruel 
Laws that you have made again{t an innocent, and. harmlefs 

- People; What, was not the Law that you made at firtt ftrong 

_ enough,, but you muft difanul,it, and proceed to.a more blooe 
_dier 2 Come; tellus plainly (if you be not athamed to peak 
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of whom did you ask Counfel ? or, to whom did: you feekfor 
Infiruétion > I am fure the Lord (in whofe hand your breath i 
is) did never give you Counfel tomake thefe bloody Laws,that 
you have made againft the People who are fcornfully called 
Quakers, Come let us further reafon together, that you may 
appear unto all, that have any Moderation in them left, as 
men ; that furely you arenot the true Chriftians, nor Difci- 
ples of Chrift, for they ufed no fuch weapons:to War withall 
as you do : Sothata great deal of difference there is betwixt 
your Practifes and theifs, your Weapons and theirs; For their 
Weapons were-and are Spiritual, and yours are Carnal. The. 
difference is great every Way,as greatas there 1s betwixtLight: 
and Darknefle. Again, that you may fee that in every thing: 
you are altogether unlike them ; their War was againlt Spiri= 
taal wickedne[s in high places, The Apoftles: wreffled not with, 
fret and blood ; mark,not with the Creatures, not to deftroy. mens. 
Lives, but made War in Righteoufnets; with. the: fpinitu-: 
al Weapons, having on feran helmet, the breft-plate.of Righteon[. 
ne{s, whereby they (nbdued the Powers of darkwefs, and {piritual 
wickedue(s that ruled ia bigh places. Now you: that call your © 
felves Chriftians, you war againft flefnand blood, your war i¢ae: 
gainft the Creatures, and not againtt: /piritwal witkedne{ss yous _ 
teek to deffroy that which Chriftcame to faves and {eek notto) ~ 
deftrey that which Chrift came to deftroy : He was made manifefe 
to deftroy the works of the Devil, but you make your felves mani-. 
felt (youintend) to defProy the work of God. Mark and take) 
notice, youanbelieverss The Creature is the workmsan{hrp of Gods 
the piritwal wickednefsis the fruit and work of the Deal, which 
Chritt came to deffroy, and was made manifeft for that end, to de= | 
froy the fia which is the fruit of the Devil, Take notice, yey; _ 
unlike Chriftians, the fruits, and works of the Devil, ive and. 
remain {i\\ among: you dndeffroyed', who feek to deftroy the 
sworkman{hip of God, when Chrift came to: fave mens lives, and 
not to deffroy them, but to deffroy the works of the Devils but you — 
feek to deffroy, that which Chrift came to fave,and to fave alive 
that which Chrift came to deffroy. So fee if it doth not appear 
"plainly by your A@ions, and by your corrupt fruits, that youl 
are making war againft Chrift, and. his Saints, whom you feek: 
todefroy from off the face of the Earth; As let met: 
ais é | sak : that. 
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‘that youhavesatted already againft-God and his Servants,bear 
Witnefle againft you, that you.are become more Bloody, and 


_ more hard-hearted than Pharaoh of old, See, and fearch the 


Scriptures of Truth, and confider whofe children you are, and 
_ whole works you are a doing, and whom itis you are ferving - 
Hot, his fervants you are to whows ye obey, Didever God fend 
any of his Servants into a Country or Nation, to defroy his 
workman{hip, the Creature? Is this your gaizing many Peo- 
ple into your Church? Is this your Converting of others? Is 
‘this your way. of adding many to your Church ? What, by 
compelling of people to come to your Meetings > What, By 
-fimug People, and taking away their Geods >? What, by Lmpri< 
foning, Whipping , and Stocking and burning inthe hand, and 
eutting off the Ears of thofe that come to bear witnefs againit 
-your Critelty and Foolatrp e Is this your way of convincing 
gain-fayers 2° What, by making of a Law to bannifh (uch upon 
pan of Death ? have youno other weapons to fight withall a- 
‘gainft the Truth ? Have you no other means nor way, ye Jdo/- 


frepherds, to ftop the mouthes of them ye call gainfayers, than 


Ansprifoning, Whipping, Burning in the Hand, Fining and taking 
aay thei Goods, and Banilhment upon pain of Death ? Have you 
ho. other way, nor word to convince thofe you call Hereticks, 
sand Deceivers, but to take away their lives 2 Surely this was 
‘not the way, nor means, nor power, which the Apoftles ufed 
to convince the Gentiles and Fews, unto whom they were fent. 
This powerwhich you make ufe’ of, is not the power, neither 
doth it proceed from the power which ruled in the Saints, Pro- 
iphets, Apoftles, and Peophtagé God, whereby their Souls were 
“converted to God, which taped t 
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Perfecutors, as any that worlkip the Beaff, who have given their 
power untothe Dragon, who thirfts after the blood of the Innecent, 
as the Lion doth after his prey; fo greedy, and hafty are you to fpil 
_~ the blood of the Saints, and to take away the Life of the Upright — 
from the face of the Earthy, Well, ye Rulers. and Magiftrates _ 
(fo called) take heed, and take warning, Ilayitupon you, | 
while you have time, and a day. given unto you toconfider — 
thefe things ; So before the thing come to pafle, and before 
you doit, weigh the matter. Come, let us farther reafon to- 
cether; Can you convince us of the tranfgreflion of any Law of 
God? and if you cannot,’ ( which we know you cannot ). nor 
have the leaft tran{greffion of the Righteous Law of God to lay 
to. our.charge, who are now coming among you in obedience to 
the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, for this very end, to-try 
you, O ye children of men « And if you put us to Death, be- 
caufe we cannot obey your Commandment, but choofe rather — 
to obey the Commandment of the Lord; and for fo doing will — 
you put us to Death? Well, this know, and beit known unto — 
the Sons of Men, and Inhabitants within this Town of Boffox, | 
_andelfewhere within your Jurifdiétion; That the Command. 


* 


ments of the moft High muft we obey, and your Command- — 
ment we muft difobey, and difanul it, and make it of no effe&, - 
becaufe itis againft, and contrary to that of God in all mens 
Confciences ; whichis of the nature, and according to the 
Righteous and Royal Law of God; therfore we mutt obey the 
Commandof the Lord, becaufe it is. according to the Righte- 
ous and Royal Law of God, whichis according to that of God 
in every man’s Confcience 5 WI ith, Jt + more juft and 
wieet, to obey God than man. So Being that your Law that you — 
have made, is unequal,and contrary to the Law: of God,which _ 
he hath writ in our hearts, which is equal, jult and righteous ; _ 
for your Law, that you have made, againft the Innocent Peo- 
ple called Quakers, is unjult, and unrighteous, and contrary to 
that of God in all mens Confciences,.and contrary to the righ- 


> e 


God ; but herein fhallwe obey the Lord, choofing rather to 
fuffer, what you thall be fuffered to dountous, than to fulfi 
the Commandment and unrighteous Law of unrighteous men. 


my 
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~ in flying at your Command, when the Lord hath Commanded 
_-ustoftay; Whereby that he may thew his Power in us, that 
his Command,and his Righteous & Royal Law is of more.pow- 
ef, virtue and force in us, and with us, than your-unrighteous 
Laws and Commands can be againftus. So this know, if you. 
“putusto death, when we return, that you will bring innocent 
i, Bieed upon you, by fo doing, which fhall not depart from your 
houfes, nor from that feed that is guilty thereof, So thefe 
things we fpeak, that you may no more be guilty of Innocent 
blood, for affuredly know, that nothing thall fail of what the 
- Lord hath fpoken by us, and throuch us concerning you, if you 

go on {till in Rebellion and iff-neckednefs » and refufe to 
- hearken to the Voice and Counfel of the LordGod: And this 
know, that you have been warned from the Lord of thefe things 

~ before they came to pafie ; For this we know; if we difobey 
the Command of the Lord, to fly from you, becaufe you have 
made a Law to putus-to Death, if we difobey the Lord in this 
~ thing, he can cut us off, and take our Lives fromus in his an- 
 gerand fury ; Therefore be it known unto you, that the Lord 
hath made us willing to lay down our Lives among you, if you 
- be fuffered to take them from us’; and in this. thing we know 
we fhall have peace, wher you fhall “have forrow and torment 
.nightandday : And this fhall you certainly know one day, 
that the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, whom we ferve, fent 
us among you, if you fee our faces. again, after we have been 

~ Banifhed from you ; and that which we ‘have fpoken, you fhall 
_ Know to be truth, whether you will ear or forbear, Well, if you 
fay, we are tranfgreffors of a Law, in not obeying your unrigh=. 
“teous Law: Itis-your own , and not God’s Law ; For his Law. 
“is holy, juf?, and good ; but yours is altogether xzholy, anrighte~ 
945, unjuft, and wicked, andisto be fet at nought,and condemn-. 
ed by the fervants of the Lord : For this Law of yours, which. 
“you have made, to put the Righteous to death, hath not pro-. 
ceeded from the Spirit of the Lord, which is. meeR, anid lowly, 
and eafie to be entreated ; which doth judge and condemn you, 
‘and your Law. Now if you would know from what {pirit this: 

_ Wicked andunnatural Law of yours hath proceeded : Well, we 
fhallfpeak plainly, it hath proceeded from the murdering {pixit 
Which raigned and ruled in the Pirfecuters: of Qld. from 
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Now ye Rulers, chief Priefts and Inhabitants of Wew-£ ng- ceh 
land, this we {hall fay unto you in the fear of the Lordand — 
Spirit of the Almighty; and in the Powerof the Lord Jefus — 
Chrift, that you nor your Law is not to be regarded hereim, _ 
and your Law is to be broken, and muftbe broken by the Power 
of the Lord God, and you muft be judged and condemned by _ 
the fame Power for making fuch a Law; For the Lord of Hofts 
is coming up againft you, and your Power muft be fubdued and — 
taken from you by the Prince of Peace, even by Himwho is — 
come, and coming, to rule the Nations witha. Rod of Iron; — 
who is come and coming ; whofe Right itis to Rule, and fub- — 
due all Powers and Authorities unto Himfelf, and to take the Go= 
vernment into his Own hand, unto whom it belongs ; who will — 
dafh you to pieces, ye Rulers, that rebel againft-his Righteous — 
Power and his Holy Law, that Heis Eftablifhing in hie Bardi e 
in the hearts of the fons of men, that obey his Voice, and that ~ 
 hearken unto his Counfel, his Righteous and Holy Law muft — 
be eftablithed, and his Righteous Government and Kingdom 
mutt befetups and your Unrighteous and Unholy Kingdom — 
cand Government muft be Overturned and deftroyed by the — 
Power of the Everlatting God, in this day of his Eternal Pow-~ 
er; whois come, and.coming, to make void all your azgodly, 
inhumane and-bloody Laws, and to reward you according to — 
your works.:. The Lord God hath fpoken it, and by Him it — 
dhall be accomplifheduupon you: for the Decree of the Moft 
High is gone out againft you, ye unmerciful men, whofe'Wic- a 
kednefs. and Unrighteoufnets | doth exceed. the. Nationgabout _ 
you, for barbarous Cruelty and wemanlike Attions +. Have you. 
not altogether loft your Senfes, Reafon and Underftanding, © 
‘that you are become fo bruitifh and fo unlike Chriftians > You — 
are gone fo. far in your Cruelties and ‘wnatural Attions, that 
you area fliak, anda loath(om f{mell to all People, thathave the — 
leaft nezafure of Uprightnefs and of the honeft Principle ruling — 
in them, and your barbatous and cruel aétions and. bloody. 
deeds they abhor, and. at your Cruelty that you have acted” 
againft the Peopte of the Mord. (who are by you in feorn called” 
Quakers) many of the common fort of People do'ftand amazed - 
cand wonder to hear of {uch Cmelty-to be atted> by fuch POR) 
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- netation of men, that have made fucha noife concerning Reli-. 

- gion, concerning.a Church, concerning -Minifity and Magi- 

‘tracy, and Church-Government and Ordinances, Preaching, 

_ Biaying, Singing, : Morning and Evening Sacrifices, Family- 

Duties (as you call them). that fuch fhould become fo bloody 

and focruel, it dothaftonifh many that are called Heathens ; 

_ that all your Preaching, Praying, Singing, making fuch a noife 

— cohcerning Religion, that it fhould come to no more, andto 
produce no better fruits than J mprifoning., Whipping, Stocking, 

Burning wwthe Hand, C atting off Ears, Banifhing pon Death, as 

you have banifhed Six already from: theirWives and Children, _ 

and from their, outward beings ; So that you do not only in-: 

tend todeftroy the Sou/s, but Bodies alfo... Come, let-us know 

What have they,done ; what Law of Cod have they tranfgref- 

-fed,that youfheuld banith them upon pain of Death from their, 

Families 2. What, wasit becaufe their Converfations and, Athi~ 

ous, Were honeft and upright, and yours are evil? What, was 
-inbecaufe their Pratt;ces condemed yours? What, was it be- 
-caufe they owned.a-People that-are by you in {corn called. Qua-. 
_kers, whom you: evilly entreat2 and fich as owns them you 
banish and defpitefully ufe them.. isht..sons Fes 
_y Surely thefe thingswillbe remembred.. Come, letus ask: 
you what Rule or Example have you that you walk by? let us 
hear what you can fay for your felves: What Orthodox men 
‘Were they that.counfelled you-to thefe barbarous aétions? what 
Counfellors were they, that would give counfel to Maziftrates 
toido thefe bloudy-actions:? of whom.did you learnit? Come,, 
letus:hear. your. ftrong Reafons, for the day is-drawing near 
that you muftbe further tried; for the Almighty Godhath put 
itinto the hearts of his Servants to try you, whether you will 
putus to.death for difebeying your unrighteous Law. We that. 
ase free-bomn.Englifh-men,we demand ourLiberty:for the exer- 
cife of our pure Confciences: in this Country, as well as other ay 
Exglifb-men we being free-born Exglifh-men, we may by the 
Law: of God.claim our Liberty before many other People : We 

who are not tranfereffors of the Law of God, -neither of. any. 

Law on Decree.that is according thereunto, whatis the Rea- 

fonthat: we fhotild be banished upon Death out of your Jurif-. 
déBtion. more thanany other people ? What, isit becaufe. we, 
ro tt er | | are. 
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Fens: Are you not of Haman’s off-{pring, and ruling in his” 
~ yature, who was fo cruel and fo bloody? who didgive a fum ~ 


Law of God: yet he difobeyed the Commandment of Kin 


- Third of E/fher throughout. And yet did not Afordeca: tranf- 


~ “Hamanvwas fullof wrath, Is it not fo with you ? are not you 
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are turners of the World p-fide down? What, is it becaufe we 
are termed Ring-leaders of a People, that are in fcorn called — 
Quakers: What, isit becaufe the Laws of our God,which we 
obey, are different from all the unrighteous and bloudy Laws 


of New-England ? What, is it becaufe we cannot obey the 


Commandment of the Rulers of New-England, that have com- 
manded us to bow to the fpirie that ruledin Haman, which — 
now sules in thefe bloudy Rulers of Boffoz, and elfewhere in 
New-England ? Nay, J fay, the lord our God hath raifed and) 
is raifing the Royal Seed and Spirit that ruled in CMordecar, ~ 
that could not, nor cannot ftoop nor bow to the fpirit that ru= 
led in proud Haman: Ifay,fee and behold if the fame f{pirit’ — 
rules notin you, ye Rulers, chief Priefts and Inhabitants of — 
Boffon, and elfewhere ; mark, if the fame {pirit dothnot rule — 
you that ruled in Haman; who fought not only the deftruction 
of Mordecai alone, but fought to deftroy all’the Seed of the 


of money for deftroying the Seed of the Jews: Mark, what — 
was itfor? Becauie Adordeca: could not bow to him, nor. 'do 
him reverence. Mark, it was-not for ‘the tranforeffion-of any 


Abafuerus, who raigned from Faded even unto Ethiopia, over 
an hundred and twenty and feven Provinces.’“Or, is your Law 
and Commandment of more force than his was, who had com- 
manded that they fhould reverence Haman 2: fot fo had th > 
King commanded. Are you greater than he was? Reade the 


vrefs his Commandment, in not bowing to Haman? at which 


ghadand full of wrath againft the People called Quakers; be. 
caufe they teftifie to-your faces that your deeds areevil 2 Are 
not you now full of wrath and envy, becaufe che Qwakers wil 
not obey your unlawful Commands and unrighteous Decrees? 
Now you that are in Haman’s nature, &ruled byHaman’s fpirit, 
in Cruelty feeking and labouring to deftroy the Royal Seed. an 
True Few fromof the Earth in this Country of New-England 
as Haman did labour to deftroy the Seed of the Fews; the Peo 
ple-of Mordecai, within the Kingdom of Abafuerus, fo “om 
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feek to deftroy the People G one ‘called Quakers, that are 
come, or comes into your JurifdiGtion; Is it not becaufe they 
cannot bewto you? Now, did¢Mordeca: in difobeying the 
King’s Commandment, difobey the higher Power, yea or nay ? 
nto which every foul ws tobe {ubjelt for Conference fake : And 
fuch as d:fobey this Power, difobey the Ordinance of God, Giveus 
in your An{wer ye Rulers and chief Priefts, you that feek and 
receive Honour from man ; How cax you believe that receive 
Honour one of another, and feek.not that Honour that cometh from 
God only? Well, is your Commindment and Decree of more 
force tous, than the King’s was (concerning Haman) to Mor- 
decat, feeing they are of one nature ? We can obey your 
Commandment no more than Mordecai did bow to Haman, 
though the King had commanded it. Now we fay, are not you 
preparing a Gallows to hang us thereon, as Haman did for 
Mordecas ? But take heed, We warn you in the Name of the 
LordGod, confider what you are going to do; In the Name 
of the Lord we demand that we may have Liberty for the Ex- 
ercife of our pure Coniciences Within your JurifdiGion, afivel 
vas other Exglifb-men, feeing that you cannot lay to our charge 
the tranferetfion of any Law of God, we beingmen that fear 
the Lord God of Heavenand Earth ; and we come not for any 
thing of yours, God is our Witnefs, itis not for any thing thac 
you have that we come for; for we do not lick any outward 
‘thing: for many of us have both Houfes and Land of our own, 
and Silver alfo in Old England, fo that we feek not any thing 
that you have (God is our Witnefs, whom We ferve in the Spi-__ 
“ritof Truth, who hath conftrained us to leave all, and to fol- 
Tow Him ) that itis not the World ( thar doth perifh with the 
handling thereof ) that we feek or labour for, but the Good 
and Eternal Welfare ef the fons of men; for the Seed’s fake 
which is opprefled in Mew-Exgland, and other parts of the 
World, do we labour, and travel, and {uffer all manner of 
hardfhips ; for Chrift’s fake are we become fools, and do 
_fuffer all manner of Evil tobe done untous, as Chriftfaidun- — - 
to his Difciples, they (hall do all maaner of Evil to you for my 
Name fake ; but thofe that did‘it, and thofe that doit; know 
neither God nor his Son Jefus Chrift, neither have they the 
Love of God abiding in them: F 4 fach as love mot him whom 
es ae B : they 
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they have (een, how can they love God whom they have not feen a 
and {uch have not Eternal Life abiding in them, but are of _ 
the Devil,as their fruits do make manifeft, and are the thorns 
of Which men cannot gather Grapes, except it be fuch Grapes — 
as Sodom and Gomorrha did bring forth, which provoked the — 
Holy One, the Moft High, to arife inhis Wrath, andconfume ~ 
them in his Anger. Tiare st Lon aq 
_ Come, ye Rulers, let us further ask youa Queftion: Of — 
whom. did you receive, or from whence had you your Rule, to 
Imprifon any for coming to vifit one another? did you finde 
any fuch Examplein the Scripture, which you call Your Rule? — 
did ever any Magiftrate do fuch a thing, tormprifon any of the 
Prifoners Acquaintance or Friends, for onely coming to vific 
them? Had not Pax’s Friends and Acquaintance liberty to — 
come and vifit, and to minifter unto him? Now, you donot 
only hinder that which the Heathen granted, but exceed fuch 
in Cruelty which imprifoned Paul, who did let his Friends and 
* 


r 


i 


Acquaintance come to him, and minifter tohim: Now this ~ 
you hinder, and will not fufferany.of our Friends nor Ac. ©. 


quaintance to come tovifitus, nor to minifter unto us ; much 
more when your Crnelty is become fo great, toimprifon fuch. 
as come many miles to vifitus, as you have done Mary Dyar, 
who came from Rhoad Ifland to vifit us, and to minifter to our 
Neceffities, if we ftood in need: Now you do not only hinder 
any for coming or miniftring to us, but fhut fuch up in Prifon 
(tobe kept clofe Prifoners) as remember Fofeph’s Afflitions, 
whofe bowels are opened to fuch whom you difpitefully ufe: -| 
Is this your doing as you would be done by?. O fhamelefsmen! 
Are you without all natural affection? What Rule isit you — 
walk by 2? You fay that fhe affirmed, That the Light within her 
ws the Kule: But I fay, The Light which enlighteneth every man — 
that cometh into the World, which condemneth the World for evil — 
deeds and unnatural, attions, this Light whichis the Saimts Rule | 
is the Worlds Condemnation , this Light was not your Rule for 
what you have done; ye took not counfel at this Lightwhich — 
is the Quakers Rule: for this Light which thines in the heart i 


‘ 


of man, beholding all his actions, this Light doch condemn alk 
blind Perfecutors and Judges, fuch to be.worfe than they that, 
ynprifoned Pax/, who would fuffer him to.fpeak for himfelfs 
Hi | . which, 
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which many times you are : mad aN will not fufferthe Oxa- 
kers to peak for themsfelves, but you will call to your Officers, 
to take them away to Prifon, — ) 
__ Again, Iris written in the Warrant whereby we were. com> . 
mitted toPrifon, rhatave (ball be tryed accarding to Law. We 
defire no more than to be tried according to Equity, T ruth, 
and trae Fudgment , to betried according to the Law of God ; 
but your Law, you unjuft men, we deny to be tried by it; for 
you are both our Accufers and Judges: whichis not accord- 
ingtothe Law-of God; for Eguity and Ti rath judgeth and 
condemneth all unfound Fudgment, Unrighteou{ne[s, Partiality 
and refpetting of Perfons: Therefore all you Magiftrates and 
Rulers ( {0 called) ftoop to the Witnefs of God, and bow to 
the Light of-Jefus Chrift, own the Light of the Son of God ; 
for until you own and be Jed by the Ligat of Jefus Chnift, 
which Jeads into Union with God, you cannot judge aright 
of the things of God. So take heed how you do; for the 
Line of true Judgment is ftretched over you all, with which 
you are meafured, weighed and tried in the. jut Ballance of 
Truth, and according to true Judgment you .are found want- 
ing, and are found,tried’and judged by the Spirit of Truth, to 
be too light: Therefore be awakened all ye Rulers and Inha- 
bitants of Boffo, and elfewhere within your Jurifdiction, and 
sive over perfecuting the Saints of the moft high God. 


This is.a Warning to you all in New-Exglazd_who have had - 
a hand in perfecuting the Saints and Children of the Lordy : 
(who are by you in fcorn and contempt called Quakers) Give 
over your Cruelty, and ceafe from opprefling the Innocent ; 
forthe Lord God hath regard unto their Sufferings, andthe  - 
Lord God is rifen and arifing to plead their Caufe againit 
all their Enemies, and all their Adverfaries mutt fall before 
‘them ; forthe Lord is with them, and the fhout of a mighty 
Prince is among the-Innocent People, called Quakers, and 
thisis the day of their Suffering , and the day of your Cruel- 
“ties and Perfecution upon them within this New-England : 
but the day of their Deliverance draweth near, and the day 
wherein they fhall rejoyce in the Lord, the God of their Salva- 
tion, who is mighty to fave and able to deliver them out of 
arrett - wt Bb 2 the 
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the hands, and out of dander of Devourers, and from 
the Jaws of the Ungodly and Cruel men; who will take 
Vengeance at that day upon all bloudy-minded men and blind 
Perfecutors: And at that day you fhall find that the Lord — 
will be too hard for you, though you now boaft in your Wic- 
kednefs. And thus far J am clear, and have cleared my’ 
Confcience to you at this time: And whether you will hear, — 
or forbear, I amclear of your Bloud; I who am now aSuf- 
ferer under you, with my Brother and Companion; whofe 
Lives are not dear unto us to lay them down as 4 Witnefs 
againit fuch a Bloudy, and Unrighteous and hypocritical Gene~ 
ration; and this We are ready to feal with our Blowd for the 
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ee more tothe general Court affembled in Bolton, /peakes 
Mary Dyar. Even as before, my Life ts not accepted, net- 
ther availeth me, in comparifon of the Lives, and Literty of the 
Truth and Servants of the living God ; for whoms, 12 the bowels of 


_ Love and Meeknefs I fought you : Yet neverthele{s, with wiched 


hands have you put two of them to Death 3 which makes me to fee! 
that the mercies of the wicked, are cruelty. J rather choofe to 
dye than live, as from you (who are guilty of their innocent blood ) 
Therefore feeing my requeft ts hindred, I leave you to the Righteous 
Fudge, and Father of all Hearts ; who, with the pure meafure of 
Light He hath given toevery man to perfect withal, will in His 
due time let you fee whofe Servants you are, and of whom you have 
taken Counfel ; which I defire you to.fearch into: But all his Coun- 
fel hath been fghted, and-you would none of His Reproof, Read 
‘your Portion, Prov. 1.24, tothe 32, F. or verily, the night com- 
eth on you apace, Wherein no. man can work, in sohich yon {hall 
affuredly fall to your own Mafter. In obedience tothe Lord, whom 
I ferve with my {pirit, and pitty to your poor fouls, which you nei 
ther. knew nor pitty, I can dono le{s than ence more to warn you.ta 
putaway the Evil of your Doings, and Kiffe the Son (the 
Light sn you ) before His Wrath be kindled ix you s for where 
at ts, there 18 nothing without you can help, or deliver you ont of Hus 


bands at all. And if thefe things be not fo, then fay, there hath 


been no Prophet from the Lord {ent amsengft you : Though we be 
nothing, yet st 26 Hiss pleafure te bring to. nought things that are. 


When I heard your laft Order read, it was adifturbance to me, 


that was fo | ire offering up my Life to Him that gave it me, and 
fent me hither fo tods : Which Obedience, being. His own Works, 


He glorioufly accompanied with His Prefence, Peace and Love in 


me,in which Irefted from labor ; till by your Order, and the People, 


Twas fo far difturbed, that I could not retain any more of the words 
thereof, than that I (kould return to Prifon, and there rensain forty 
eight hours: To which I {ubmaitted, finding nothing from the Lord 
tothecontrary , that I maykyow what. His. Plealure and.Coun- 
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felts, concerning me, in whom I wait therefore; For, He u my 

Life, and the length of my days : And a I faid before, I came 

at His Command, and go at His Command, — . Bk 
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MaRy-DyAkunae 
This was given them at the firft time, after fhe re- 
turned from the place of Execution. 
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To Friends in New-E ngland, or where this may 
come, Greeting. ald 
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bee your meeting togelher , and attending at the foot-ftool of — 
@ the Alvar, waiting to be fed with the Bread. of Life, which — 
through death to all things that the carnal mind hath fed upon, or 
delighted in, either 1a corruption or birth, either in thought or ath 
on, whether things 1n Heaven, or things in Earth ; for verily all 
old things muft be diffolved before the eternal Spirit, which as a de- 
vouring fire and everlajting burning, ts now entred sntothe Regions - 
of the Earth, and bath mantfofted it felf unto you, that thereby you | 
might profit, and be had and inftrutted in the way of holinefs, and as 
an earneft of the glorious I nheritance, that never fades away, hath 
from time to time miniftred.comfort, 1oy,and peace 1 the holy Place ~ 
within the Vail, as you have patiently waited, through pangs of — 
death, to the old nature, and in meckne|s-andcontent, when darkne[s 
was over the Land, have indured the {baking of the Earth, and ters 
rible rending of the Val. I fay, as you, in anymedure, have — 
come through thefe things, even {0 va meafure have every one of you 
tafted of the Bread of Life, and hidden Manna which within the — 
—_ Ark is laid up for all-rhe followers of the Lamb, through great Trie - 
bulations, which plentifully you will meet withal in the worldly Re- 
gions, both within and without, And although, my dear Friends, 
the fruits of Sodom-and Egypt, a they do ontwardly appearsin 
many, apride, wantonnels, revilings, and the like, ave dente ‘ 
; yer you will find many dangerous and hurtful lufts,-arifing out of the i 
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when the bight of the Sun vw i alittle withdrawn, and paffing an 
der a cloud ; through which if ye wait patiently for the necct Appear= 
ance, it will bine more glorious and higher than before. Yet di- 
vers wayes will the enemy of your foul appear at uch atime,to draw 
you afide from the hope of the Gofpel, and expectation of injoying 
the righteoufnes and heavenly treafure which therein was revealed, 
when the glorious Light in full power fhined ix the earthen V. effel, 
and will firive to make void all that you have received,as the earneft 
of the purchafed Poffeffion ; by prefenting before you the hardnefs 
of the way, and bringing to mind, things you were formerly in bond~ 
ageto; yea, and totell you, ye may eat and not die, Thefe things 
And more unutterable, will the {pirit, (whofe progref[e % to and fro 
tathe earth) prefent to your view, and feed the carnal withal:yet be- 
hold them all in the Light Eternal, and in their moft glorious ap- 
pearance, they are all but duft, which w his own meat,whons you are 
to refift fleadfaftlyin the power of the Spirit of Faith, which over= 
comesthe World; and remember how the Lord did deliver you won- 
-derfully ta your former journeys,wherein you perfectly (aw the naked 
Arm of Gods falvation ; and He remaines the fame in Himfelf, 
yefterday, and to day, and for ever; although the enemy, while the 
cloud was over the Ark, (for that ts his time to work.) goeth a- 
bout, 1 the airy part, feeking whom he may devour, did ftrongly 
tempt to prevail, as if you were in the wildernels of fin, to lead you 
back again, in your hearts, into {piritual Egypt ; for it is within he 
thus {ubtilly works ; and I well knowing it, cannot forbear to exhort 
you in the clean fear of the Lerd God, that you with the eye of your 
mind, retyred out of all things vifible, there to wait (till and quiet, A 
and ceafing from all {elf-working, may with mecknelfe receive Pow- 
ér, Might, Dominion, and perfeit Strength, againft all that ever 
the encmy did appear ins and in this condition of the free faving 
Grace of God, which os appeared for your Deliverance and Teacher, 
you may learn to. grow from grace to grace, iuto the knowledge of 
the wonderful works of God, which your forefathers fav, and , 
many things happened them for onr Enfamples, and are written 
for our. learning Spiritually , and the fame way you are to 
travel, asthey did who were baptized into Moles, and fo pros 
tacding, you will id the [ame [piritaual nicar, from the leaf t 
the greate/? of you; and he that gathereth moft, will have none- 
Wer 5 aud behald I teftifie (as the leaf? among many Brethren) she 
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on the Bread of Life; the nourifbment and vertue of ut will make the . 
leaft,as frong xs David, and give power over all fpiritnal enemies, 
though every one ia the Camp were as great as Goliah, Ard thus 
tothis day bath the Lord preferved me inthe Power of the endless 
Life, where, like a Beacon on a Hill, the Watchers fired and filled. 
with Zeal to give others waraing of the nigh approaching of the 
Enemy, who lyes lurking ia the nature of Tran{greffion, ready upon 
all opportunities to appear in evil thoughts, lufts, Oc. and foto dem 
file the Temple, if nor refifted i the furft motion, And asthe Crea | 
ture gives way tothe Temptation of the Deftroyer,he will grow.cold, 
and his Zeal towards God, and love to his People will wither, and. 

- fometimes be hardly drawnto their Affemblies ; And all thi while 
he may walk. under covert of ax outward profeffion of Trath, yet 
grow not at all; for having joyned with that inthe motwn, although — 
not brought forth into the atl that hides from the prefence of the 
Lord, and keeps from {weet Nourifhment of the Vine, which can- | 
feth all that abides in st to bring farth fruit ; asthe heat of the Sun — 
saufeth the tender herb to [pring. And whoever comes into this — 
condition, the fee Eye difcerns bin, and the Faithful goes about 


he that gathereth little hath no lack, but in his father’s houfe feeds 


_ morning, and faying, How have fuch defiled the Bed of Virgi- 
. nity, who once tn a great meafure had efcaped the Corruptions that — 
are inthe World through luft; and although I am per[waded better _ 
things of you, yet my Beloved Friends, who are dear unto meas you 
abide in that which crucifiesyouto the World, wherein I dearly ex~ 
hort you to abide, asit arifeth in'you, and put it on as a garment of 
Righteou[ne{s, wherein from faith to faith you may paffe on, and — 
fopreach Righteou{neffe to the old World, and ix it you willbe pre~ 
ferved, asinan Ark, fromthe Deftruttion, like a flood, that will 
affuredly come upon the World of Ungodly: And in all your tryals 
and troubles, look, and wait forthe Power :hat once delivered youy 
and again and again tt will deliver you from the power of the Dogg, 
and work, mightily in you ; that with willing mind you deny all tan 
ity (ake, until the Image of the Beloved be formed. in you, and yas 
in Him, where in Love ye will be accepted, and the knowledge of 
his Myftery, manifefted in flefh, +n every meafure of it, 1 wi wil 
be fo far above all the Glory, Tréafure, and Pleafure of the Land of 
Darkue{s, that it will wholly take the Meditations out of them, aa 
if they were not worth the minding no more than.droffe or duff ; yea 
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er: whatfoever elfe may atten. or can come upon thofe that follow the 
Bight; a Perfecution, Diftrefs, Affliction,» Famine, Nakednefs, 
Perils iv the Wilderne(s, in the Sea, inthe Cit y, yea, or Death it 
‘felf ; lam perf waded that Gods Armour of Light, a italived in 
wud loved, will preferve them, . And I further tefiifie inthe Fear 
of the Lord God, and witnefs with a Pen of Trembling, That the 
woife of the Whip on my Back, all the Imprifonments and Bam|b- 
ang upon pain of Death, and after returmng, the land threatuing 
found of an-Halter from their mouths, who, ‘Jezebel-Lhes [are x 
thé Imperious Throne of Iniquity, did uo more aright me,through 
the firength of the Power of Godin me,than if they had threatned to 
have bound a Spiders Web to my E ingers which makes me fay with 
unfeigned lips, Waitupon the Lord, Omy foul for ever, who 
hath made known unto me his loving-kindnefs, when I even 
thirfted for Him, and kept my feet upon the Rock, whilft the 
raging Waves.of the Sea went over my back ; whillt forthe 
Truth and Caufe of God’s People I have been freely offered 
up, and am not at all ftraightned to be baptized for the dead, 
whether into Death, or otherwite ; following his Example,who 
laid down his. Life for his Enemies : did herein the Record in 


Heaven knows I lye not, and the Witne{s in Earth 1 bearin ¢ Wit 
nef{s tome, that I yetdo not (as I have not hitherto) feek towith- 
draw myCheek, from the Smiter, nor to tura afide may feet froms 
the footfteps of the Flock; as witne[s this Chain and Log at my 
Leg: but do defire, fo far as the Lord draws me, to follow my fore 
fathers and Brethren in Suffering and in Foy : Wh erefore my Pirit 
waits and worl(hips atthe feet of Emmanuel, zxto whom I cons; 
my Caufe ap who may work, my bodies deltverance : if not, yet t he 
Freedom, Peace, foy and Patience, which in the midft of trouble 
I have enjoyed, and I believe {hall continue from Him, {hall fully 
fatcsfie me; for which let my foul, and all that 0s within me, praife 
him for ever and ever, And I {hal continue my Exhortation to 
you, earnefily defiring ye may wait to feel the Love and Life of 

God. flow in your particular Veffels, and therein watch over and 
ferve one another . and let the Strong and Faithful among you 
dwell in the Power, that he may have a Garment read y tocover the 

. Nakednefs of the Weak ;- and if the Tares at anytime appear, let 

| Wifdons and the Spirit of AOR be alwayes ufed ta feparate the 
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( 192 ) 
Tares from the Wheat, both in the ground and off -{pring, that the 
bearer may clearly [ee it, and then if he will not put in hrs {harp 
threfhing Infirument to cut them down, his blood will be required 
at his hands, and with compaffion pour Oyl into the wounds of the 


wounded, and bring them intothe houfe where Salvation ws, for the 


hope of Glory in you is come to [ave that which was loft; fothe Plant 
of God will grow, the Thorns and Thifiles will be cut down, and the 
Ground cleanfed that the Conrfe may be no more ; and if the Weeds 


| fhould appear again, ler them fill be trodden down and broken off 


the Root, and in time you {hall fee them dye at the Root, and then 
the Plant of Renown, the Stemof the Roor of Jefle withinits 

feed and beginmng, may truly be refemsbled tothe little Muftard- 
feed, which will grow and profper, and be watered with the dew of — 
Heaven, which, like foft drops of Balm, will gently fall on the 

branches thereof; as Patience working unto Perfestion, waits to erm 
ter at the door of Life, without climbing one frep to fatufie the Lien 
of greedy defire, but let st fuffer hanger, yea and death alfo,through — 
which you will find entrance into the green and pleafant Paftures. of 
rhe Folds, where you (hall feed as the Herd in the low Valeys of 
Achor, the entraice thereof willbe a Door of Hope in the day of 
your greateft need and [prritual hunger, when Experience and 
Hope 1 added to your “Patience : And at the Threfhold theroof I 
leave all that hunger and thirft after Righteoufne/s to enjoy the 

Defire of their Sons. : uate 4 


-Roflon-Prifnin = William Leddray 
New-England, — ee 
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and was copyed by W. Coddingtoa of ‘Rhoad Ifland. 


” This was given forth about three months before he fuffered,. | 
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An EPISTLE of WILLIAM LEDDRA, 
to Friends, written by him the day before 
_ he was: put to Death, . 


e 


To the Society of the Little Flock of Chrift, Grace 
Beal: and Peace be Multiplied. 


- Moft Dear and inwardly Beloved, i 
J He fweet Influences of the (Maeraing-Star, like a Flood 
, diftilling into my Innocent Habitation, hath fo filled me 
With the Foy of the Lord in the Beauty of Holinefs, that my 
Spirit # as if itdid not Inhabit a Tabernacle of Clay, butis 
Peon? fwallowed up in the bofome of Erernity, from whence it had 
US being. paid ath 
i" Sale als ! What can the Wrath and Spirit of man that lufieth 
to Envy, aggravated by the heat and frength of the King of the 
Locus which came out of thePit,do unto one that is bid in theSe~ 
cret Places of the Almighty? or,unto them that are gathered under 
the healing wings of the Prince of Peace ? under whole Armor of - 
Light, they fhall be able to ffandin the day of trial, having on 
the breaft-plate of Righteou{nes,and the [word of the Spirit, which 
% thesr weapon of war againft Spiritual wickedune{s, Pri netpalities 
and Powers, aad the Rulers of the darknels of this World , both 
Within and without! Ohmy Beloved! Ihave waited as a Dove 
at the Windows of the Ark, and have ffood till inthat watch, 
which the (Maffer (without whom I could do nothing) did’at 
his coming reward with fulnefs of his Love, wherein my heart 
did rejoyce, that I might in the Love and Life of God, {peak a 
few words to you, fealed with the Spirit of Promife, that the tafe. 
thereof might be a favor of Life to your Life, and a Teffimony 
in you of my Lznocent Death : Ana if I had been altogether 
filent, and the Lord had not opened my mouth unto you, yet 
fe would have opened your hearts, and there have fealed my 
Innocency with the ffreams of Life, by which we are all Bapti- 
xed into that body which ts in God, with whom and in whofe prefence 
there ts Life; in which as you abide, you ffand upon the pillar 
(cho and 
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and ground of Truth: For, the Life being the Trath andthe 
Way, co not one ftep Without ir, left you [hould compafs a Moeun- — 
tain inthe Wilderne{s ; for unto every thing there wa feafon, As ~ 
theF lowing of the Ocean doth fill every creek, and branch thereof, 
and then retires again towards its own dermg and fulnefs, and 
leaves a favor behind it ;fordoth the Life and Vertue of God flow ~ 
into every ene of your hearts, whom He hath made partakers of 
his Divine Nature, and when it withdraws but.a little, Se bees 
a [weer favor behind it, that many, can fay, they are made clean 
et. Word that He hath [pokento them: In which Lxno- 
cent (, ondition you may fee what you are i the prefence of God, 
and what you are without Him. Therefore my Dear heartss let — 
the enjoyment of the Life alone, be your Hope, your Foy and — 
Confolation, and.tet the A4az of God flee thofe things that would, 
lead the Mind out of the Croffe, for then the Saver of the Life — 
will be guried + And although fome may fpeak of things that 
They eon in he foe opie ee bbb oe 
ed, and the favor that. it left behivd, Wathed away by the freth 
~ floods of Temptation,. the Condition that they did evjoyin the ~ 
Life, boafted of by the Aiery Thing, will be like the Manna that 
Was gathered Yefterday, without any good (cet or favor: Fotit, 

was onely well with the Man while he wasin the Life of Inno- — 
cency, but being driven from the Prefence of the Lord into the . 
Earth, what can he boaf? of ? And although you know thefe 
things, and (many of you) much more thanI canfay; yet — 
for the Love and Zeal I bearto the Truth and Honour of God, ~ 
and tender defire of my Soul to thofe that are young, that they — 
may read me in that from which I write, to ftrengthen them + 
_againft the wiles of the fubtil Serpent that beguiled Eve ; Ifay, 
fiand 1a the Watch within, the Fear of the Lord,which is the ve-- 
ry Entrance of Wifdom , and the Srate where you are ready to re- 
ceive the Secrets of the Lord : Hunger and Thirft patiently, fe 
not weary, neither doxbr: fland fiilland ceafe from thy own wotk- — 
ing, and i due time thou [alt enter into the Rest, and thy Eyes — 
fhall bebold thy Salvation, whofe Teftimonies are fer cok athe 
altogether : Let then be asa Seal upon thine Arm, and as Fewels, 
about thy Nick, thas others may fee what the Lord bath done fol 
your Souls : Coufelfe Hin before Mex, yea before His greateft 
Enemies, Fear not what they can do unto you : Greater 2 He — 
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that win yor, than he that-2 12 the World: For he will cloath 
you with Humility, and in the power of His Mecknefs you {halt 
reign over all the rage of your Enemres inthe favour of God : 
wherein as you frand in Fath, ye are the Salt of the Earth ; For 
“ many feeing your good works may glorify God inthe day of their Vi- 
tatios, “Lake heed of recerving that which you fa not in your 
Life, left you give ear to the Enemy; Bring all things to the 
Life thaethey may be proved, whether they be wrought in God: 
~ The Love of the World, the Luft of the Flefh, and the Luft of the 
Eye, are without the Light, inthe World ; therefore poffeffe your 
Veffels in all Santtification and Honexr, and tet your Eye look at 
the Afark,. He that hath called you ws holy : And if there be an 
Eye that offends, pluck it ont, and-caft it from you : Let nota 
Temptation take hold, forif you do, it will keep from the Fa- 
. vour of. God, and that will be a fad fate.: For without Grace 
poffeffed, thereis:no affarance of Salvation ; By Grace you are 
faved, and the Witueffing of itis {ufficient for you; to which I 
commend you all my Dear Friesds, and in it remain, © 


si ters | 0 You Brother, 

- Bofton Goal, the 13 of the: | , 

fix? Moneth, 1660. ~~ William Leddva,.. 
3 ie ‘ 


The th. of the firft, Moneth 1660. 6r. 


| V Tilliam Leddra being called before the Court,and they 
| - having found him guilty, that by their Law he was 
todie. Heasked them, What Evil he had done ? 
They Anfwered, His own Confeffion was as good as a thou--. - 
fand Witnefles. Cee 
"He Asked, What wasthat>? 
Anfw. He owned thofe that were put to Deaths and that 
they were Innocent, for which they died ; and that he would 
-¢ Not put off his Hat in the Court; and that he would fay, Thee 
. and Thow to the Magiftrates. ip 
Then faid he, Yon will put me to Death for {peaking Englifh, 
and for not pulling off my C loathes. | . 
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- Then Damel Denifon faid, A man may {peak Treafon in 
Englifh.  - | Nar | , 
Then Wiliam {aid, Let 0s come to the Thing inhands Isit 
ie to fay Thee and Thou to a fingle Perfon? To it they Anfwere 
@G not, : : : : sty ro eee : 
Then one of the Court asked him, If he would Recant of 
thofe Errors ?. bse | 
He Anfwered, What, tojoyn with fuch Murderers as you are? 
Then let every man that meets me fay, The a the man that 
hath forfaken the God of bw Salvation, cds map te 
They faid unto him, the laft general Court he had the liber. 
ty granted him to go for England, or go out of their Jurifdiais 
on ; and promifing to come here no more, he might fave his 
ife. ea om ‘ 
He Anfwered, I fland not in my own Will, but in the Will of the 
Lord, if I may have my freedom I (hall go, but to make [uch a Pron 
wmifel cant,  —  — - 7; 
After they proceeded to Pronounce the Sentence of Death, 
and the 14th, of the fir? Month, 60,61, they went tothe 
Place with aBand of Men, and put him to Death. Whenhe 
came upon the Ladder, one faid, Wiliam, Have you anything 
ta faytothe People ? and after fome time he faid, For the Ti efti- 
mony of Fefus, and for bearing witne[s againft Seducers and Sedue 
_ ced, I am come tothis day, And the laft words he fpake to beft 
remembrance were, Lord Fefus receive my foul, foruntotheel 
commit my {pirit. ss Mpa dee Co : a 
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This was fent me by Nicholas Uphal, Ge 5 
and Coppied by me, at a a 
si aA — Willian C. oddington, ; 
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| TheCO PY of a LETTE R from a Stranger to 
his Friend, touching the Death of W’, Leddra. 


Bofton, March 26, 1661, 


N the 14th of this inftant here was one JVilian 
Ledara, which was put to Death. The People 

of the Towntold me; he might go away if he would; 
but when I made further Enquiry, I heard the Mar- 
thal fay, That he was chained in Prifen from the time he 
was Condemned to the day of his Execution. 1 am not 
of his Opinion: but yet truly me thought the Lord 
did mightily appear in the man. I went to one of the 
Magiftrates of Cambridge, who had been of the Jury 
that condemned him (as he told me himfelf) and I 
asked him by what Rule he did it? He anfwered me, 
That he was a Rogue, avery Rogue. But what is this 
to the Queftion (Ifaid ) where is your Rule > He faid 
he had abufed Authority. Then I goes afterthe { man, 
and asked him, Whether he did not look on it as a 
breach of a Rule, to flight and undervalue Authority > 
and I faid that Paul gave Fetus the title of Honour, 
though he was a Heathen (1 do not fay thefe Magi- 
{trates are Heathens.) I faid- then when the man was 
on the Ladder ( who looked on me, and called me 
Friend, and faid, Know, that this day I am willing to 
offer up my Life for the Wetne/s of “Ff ES “S) Thent 
defired leave of the Officers to {peak : and faid, Gentle- 
men, I am a firanger both to your Perfons and Country, 
and yet a friend to both: and I cryed aloud, For the 
Lord s fake, take not away the man's Life: but remember 
: | Gama- 


Tt Willan: 
Leddra.. 
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Gamaliel’s Coun/el ailerons Tf this be of man, tt will — 
Come to nought 5 but af et be of God, ye cannot overthrom 
it: but be careful ye be not found fighters againft. God. 
| And the.Captain faid, 1Vay-had-youinot come tothe — 

- .. Prifon? The Reafon was, becaufe 1 heard the man — 
might go if he would s -and therefore I called him — 
down from the Tree, and faid, Come down William, 
you may goaway if you will, Then Capt. Ohverfaid, — 
tt was no fuch matter 5 and asked, [Vhati had todo 
with ¢ and befides, badme to. be gone: AndItold — 
them J mwas.willing s for I cannot endure.to fee this, 1 
faid. . And.when I was in the Town, fome did feem 
to fympathize with mein my Grief. Moreover, Itold 
them, that they had no Warrant from the Word of Ged: — 
nor Prefident from our Country s nor Power fromhis Ma- 
 jeftiesto hang the Mau, 1 relt, 25 doe ioe 
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